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Our Pastor’s Corner

An elderly man was very ill, and lay in his bed fully expecting to die at any time. In death's agony, he suddenly smelled the aroma of his favorite chocolate chip cookies wafting up the stairs.

The smell was so overwhelming that he somehow managed to gather his remaining strength to lift himself from the bed. Leaning against the wall, he slowly made his way out of the bedroom, and with even greater effort forced himself down the stairs, gripping the railing with both hands.

With labored breath, agony, and pain from the excursion, he leaned against the kitchen door frame for rest and gazed into the room. Were it not for his physical pain he would have thought himself already in heaven because there, spread out upon newspapers on the kitchen table, were literally hundreds of his favorite chocolate chip cookies.

Was it heaven? Or was it one final act of heroic love from his devoted wife, seeing to it that he left this world a happy man? Mustering one great final effort, he threw himself toward the table, landing on his knees in a rumpled posture.

His parched lips parted as he began to imagine the taste of the wondrous cookies already in his mouth. The thought actually invigorated him, seemingly bringing him back to life. His old and aged hand slowly made its way to a cookie at the edge of the table, when it was suddenly smacked with a spatula by his wife.

"Stay out of those," she snapped. "They're for the funeral."

I wonder how many folks smell cookies baking when they are thinking about the future of our church?  I ponder this because of the many comments that I hear from so many different people within the church and its membership.  In fact, I can’t remember the last time I heard someone indicate that they believe that the church is not only stable, but still vibrant and showing potential for growth.  I say this because attitude matters.

In looking over articles that discuss why churches die and what is needed to revitalize a church I see some points that I believe are relevant and worth consideration.

Signs a church is dying (taken from a variety of articles):

The focus is on the past, not the future.
There are more conversations about the past than the future.  It is also difficult to have a conversation about the future without reminiscing about the past.

The members are intensely preference-driven.
They are more concerned about their music style, their programs, their schedules and their facilities than reaching people with the gospel. Their definition of discipleship is “others taking care of my needs.”  It is also an issue when there is more effort in keeping people than bringing in other people.

The budget is severely inwardly focused.
Most of the funds are expended to keep the lights on and/or to meet the preferences of the members. There are few dollars for ministry and missions. And any dollars for missions rarely include the involvement of the members in actually sharing the gospel themselves.

There are sacred cow facilities.
It might be a parlor or a pulpit. It could be pews instead of chairs. It might be the entirety of the worship center or the sanctuary. It might be not allowing the repurposing of a room or area. Members insist on holding tightly to those things God wants us to hold loosely.

Any type of change is met with fierce resistance.
The members are confronted with the choice to change or die. And though few would articulate it, their choice by their actions or lack of actions is the choice to die.

If some of these sound familiar, then we might have a problem, however it does not mean that our fate is sealed or predestined!  There are many things we can do to make sure that we stay on course.

Thoughts about revitalizing our church:

Prayer
Are you praying for our church?  Do you regularly pray for the pastor, other members, direction and vision for our church?  One thing that all revitalized churches have in common is prayer, and by prayer I mean prayers from everyone.

Attitude
“Self-fulfilling prophecy”: a sociological term used to describe a prediction that causes itself to become true.  If we believe the church is dead or dying, it will be.

The big picture
Most churches do not die because of a big blowout fight, but die because of so many small, seemingly minor conflicts.  If there is a conflict or something that is causing distress, work toward reconciliation.  Ask for help if needed.  Imagine watching a big screen tv that has an area about 1 inch square on the screen with a very distorted picture.  Overall, it is a great picture, but your eyes are still drawn to the small distortion.  The same is true within a church, everything else might be going well, but what we will end up focusing on is the small conflict.

Control
If a church is truly to reaching out to the community, it must be joyfully willing to let the community have control of the church. This attitude is radically different than welcoming the outsiders to “our church.” It is an attitude that   says it is now “your church.”

Personally, I don’t think our church is dying.  I believe that it feels that way because of the Covid environment we live in and as such it will get better.  The cause of this feeling of impending doom is a result of our being out of    contact and touch for so long.  Sure, some come to service on Sunday, but many are still staying home due to concerns of catching the virus, and that is very understandable. 

To help with this I would encourage you to call and check on one another from time to time.  At church we are looking at starting a Wednesday night zoom gathering so, if nothing else, we can see each other’s faces and pray together.

In short, don’t give up, don’t lose hope, and don’t forget that we serve the God of miracles. Maybe we should expect more. Maybe we should do more.
Blessings,

Brian
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         FUMC TRUSTEEES MEMORIAL FUND

In Memory of:                Trystan Bechtel















       Beverly Baker


                                        Betty Denton
                                        Sara Hassell
                                         Raegan Rollins

                                         Rob Wygant

                                         Bobbie Simmons

                          By:  Glenna Helms 

Why Not Ministry Fund

In Memory of:                 Betty Denton

                                         Bobby Joe Moore

                                         Wanda Flowers

                            By:     Freed and Peggy Davis

                      FEBRUARY  BIRTHDAYS
	February 1   Bettye Jackson

	February  2  Julie Riley

	February  7  Lindsey Asbury

	February  9  Gary Blankinship

	February 12 Adrienne Taylor 

	February 14 Sally Wyatt

	February 17 Barbara Parker

	February 19 Bill Woods

	February 24 Melanie Griffith

	February 25 Larry Ridings

	February 26 Luther Coble

	February 26 Gloria Jones

	February 26 Catherine Lane
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Amelia Cyrus, niece of Janie Collins’son-in-law; Virginia Cherry Jessica Jones; Gail Phelan; Rick Ingram; Neil and Mary Ernest, Bill Woods; Family and Friends of Dona Ledbetter.
NURSING,REHABILITATION & RETIREMENT HOME:

Dorothy Davis, Trudy Phillips,  Dot Kilzer, Carl Reasons, Mary Ernest
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Christian Persecution
· Every day, 13 Christians worldwide are killed because of their faith.

· Every day, 12 churches or Christian buildings are attacked.

· And every day, 12 Christians are unjustly arrested or imprisoned, and another 5 are abducted.

· 1 in 8 Christians worldwide facing persecution. This includes 1 in 6 believers in Africa and 2 out of 5 in Asia.

· Of the top 50 nations where it is most dangerous to follow Jesus:

· 12 have “extreme” levels of persecution and 38 have “very high” levels. Another 4 nations outside the top 50 also qualify as “very high”: Cuba, Sri Lanka, United Arab Emirates, and Niger.

· 19 are in Africa (6 in North Africa), 14 are in Asia, 10 are in the Middle East, 5 are in Central Asia, and 2 are in Latin America.

· 34 have Islam as a main religion, 4 have Buddhism, 2 have Hinduism, 1 has atheism, 1 has agnosticism—and 10 have Christianity.

· Worldwide registered martyrdoms rose to 4,761 in the 2021 report, up 60 percent from the 2,983 tallied the year before and surpassing the 4,305 deaths noted in the 2019 report.

· Persecution in these countries take the form of discrimination due to their faith (cut off from food sources, medicine, education, etc), arrest without charge, murder, abduction, and forced conversions.  Women and girls face all of these and sexual assault and force marriage to non-believers.

Where Christians Were Martyred Most:
1.Nigeria: 3,530
2.Democratic Republic of Congo: 460
3.Pakistan: 307
4.Mozambique: 100*
5.Cameroon: 53
6.Burkina Faso: 38
7.[name withheld]: 36
8.Central African Republic: 35
9.Mali: 33
10. [name withheld]: 20
Where Churches Were Attacked or Closed Most:
1.China: 3,088
2.Nigeria: 270
3.Angola: 100*
4.Democratic Republic of Congo: 100*
5.Ethiopia: 100*
6.Rwanda: 100*
7.Bangladesh: 90
8.India: 76
9.Pakistan: 68
10. Mexico: 61
Despite the persecution, Christianity  continues to grow in many of these places.
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We are still delivering around 150 meals twice a month, and we still need help.  We need folks to help us to deliver the meals most specifically.  Some of our drivers are taking 40 meals to deliver and when a driver is out, that number can rise to as much as 60 meals.  We need folks who would be willing to deliver some meals on the second and fourth Mondays of the month from around 10:30-noon.  If you can deliver even just a few meals it would be a tremendous help and you would receive a tremendous blessing as well.
===============================
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If you or someone you know needs a pastoral call or visit please let us know by calling the church office or by calling Brian at  731-676-2412 or Brenda at 334-309-6673.
This would be a great time to send a note or card to your FUMC Youth to encourage them and let them know that you are praying for them.

________________________________

A Brittle Thing
A very brittle thing is speech;

Take care just how you bend it.

For anyone can make a break

But very few can mend it.

Author unknown
First United Methodist Church        

PO Box 256   500 S. College Street

Trenton, TN 38382
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          Presorted Standard


Office Hours:  8:00 AM – 12:30 PM

Monday - Thursday

Pastor Brian is also available by
   phone:  731-676-2412                            
